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UM MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS ANNOUNCES BIG SUMMER 
MISSOULA-
It will be a “Summer of Ceramics” at The University of Montana Museum of Fine Arts 
this year, when two special exhibits celebrate ceramic art from ancient Asia to contemporary 
Montana.
The summer begins with the May 18 opening of “Ancient Fires,” an exhibit of Chinese 
ceramics and antiquities from the collection of Nelson Chang. The exhibit, which has been 
stored at UM since its 1999 display at Princeton University, includes works from the early third 
millennium B.C. to the late 18th century. Items range from everyday vessels and simple funerary 
to exquisite imperial porcelains.
The Chang collection — one-tenth of which will be on display in UM’s Henry Meloy 
Gallery — is the largest privately owned collection of Chinese antiquities in the world. It is 
housed at the Chang Foundation Museum in Taiwan.
Rounding out the museum’s “Summer of Ceramics” will be an exhibit honoring the life 
and art of Peter Meloy, co-founder of Helena’s renowned Archie Bray Foundation. “A Founder’s 
Song” opens June 18 in the Paxson Gallery, exploring Meloy’s life and his relationships with 
major ceramic artists such as Peter Voulkos, Rudy Autio and Bernard Leach. The exhibit also
-more-
MFAsummer.rl—2
will highlight his artistic collaboration with his brother Henry Meloy.
Peter Meloy’s lasting legacy to the arts in Montana and the nation will be illustrated with 
works by Bray Foundation artists and pieces in UM’s Rudy Autio Collection of Contemporary 
Ceramics.
Both exhibits in the “Summer of Ceramics” will run through Sept. 1.
The Museum of Fine Arts is located in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center 
on campus. Gallery hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Admission is free. For more 
information, call the museum at 243-2019 or visit its Web site at www.umt.edu/partv/famus.
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